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the Government Committee. The Executive Board of the
Legislature actively entered into a contract with a former 
election commissioner, former member of this body, Steve 
Wiitala. Steve Wiitala worked with himself, a number of members 
of the Legislature, a number of county clerks and election 
commissioners to come up with a draft for a recodification of 
election laws. At the time that Senator Jerry Conway was chair 
of the Government Committee and we had experienced a number of 
problems with elections in the 1990 election cycle, some of us 
shifted gears a little bit and went after the problem of 
administration of election law. We succeeded in passing a bill 
in the Legislature that would have set up a new system of 
administering elections at the state level. That bill was
vetoed by the Governor. Last year that bill was reintroduced,
did not pass. This year we have introduced the two ideas in 
consort, election law recodification and change of election law 
administration. Admittedly, it’s a complex issue. Admittedly, 
there are a lot of issues when you take a whole section of state 
statute, rewrite those for the purpose of clarification, you end 
up with a very big bill. The Government Committee, to date, 
has...has worked on this measure, has considered a number of 
changes, but so far the bill has not come to the floor. I will 
confess a little impatience, perhaps, on my part of wondering 
why we haven't brought this bill to the floor. I have filed 
this motion, takes 25 votes to bring the bill from the committee 
to the floor of the Legislature. Keep in mind it will come to 
the floor in its current...in its original draft, in its 
original form. We have identified, I think, as cosponsors of
the bill, two or three things that need to be done, and I'll
talk about those in three categories. One, there are a number 
of cleanup amendments of which there seems to be a lot of 
agreement. Election commissioners, people from both political 
parties, people from...from NECO, people from a broad spectrum 
seem to agree on some changes that need to take place, and they
also tend to agree that a bill does need to pass. Second area
seems to deal with this whole area of election commissioners. 
The original draft changed salaries, changed terms of office. I 
think a lot of us are of the opinion that ought to be left as it 
is. The third area is the area of administration. The bill, as 
introduced, created a new agency of state government to
elect...to administer election laws; that was as it had passed 
two years ago that had been vetoed by the Governor. I think 
there's a general consensus that we ought not to be creating new 
branches of state government. I still believe very strongly 
that we need to make some changes in how election law is


